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JON RUDBACH RECEIVES $22,508
FOR CONORRHEAL RESEARCH

MISSOULA--Dr. Jon A. Rudbach,

an associate

professor

of microbiology

at

the

University of Montana in Missoula, is conducting a study under a $22, 508 contract with
the Office of Naval Research to develop a blood test which would simp! ify the diagnosis of
gonorrheal infection.
"One of the problems with the disease is the difficulty in diagnosing it, especially
in some women,"

Rudbach said.

"Another problem is that many carriers of gonorrhea

are

asymptomatic, meaning that an individual has the disease, but shows no outward signs of
having it."
Concerning the objectives of the study, Dr. Wil I iam Cross, project coresearcher, said:
"We hope to design a test that wi I I detect the presence of gonorrheal infection from a
blood sample.

We know that when gonorrheal infection is present, certain antibodies are

also present in the blood serum.
"We hope to find that a certain concentration of a particular antibody wi I I give
consistent and positive evidence of gonorrheal infection," Cross said.
and
Mrs. M. Kay Luoma, a native of Bi I I ings/ a research assistant in microbiology at UM,
is assisting Rudbach and Cross in the study.
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